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by Kwame Alexander 

In this follow-up to the Newbery-winning novel THE CROSSOVER, soccer, family, love, 

and friendship, take center stage as twelve-year-old Nick learns the power of words as he 

wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of his 

dreams. Helping him along are his best friend and sometimes teammate Coby, and The 

Mac, a rapping librarian who gives Nick inspiring books to read. This electric and heartfelt 

novel-in-verse by poet Kwame Alexander bends and breaks as it captures all the thrills and 

setbacks, action and emotion of a World Cup match! 

    By Noelle Stevenson 

Nemeses! Dragons! Science! Symbolism! All these and more await in this brilliantly 
subversive, sharply irreverent epic from Noelle Stevenson. Featuring an exclusive 
epilogue not seen in the web comic, along with bonus conceptual sketches and 
revised pages throughout, this gorgeous full-color graphic novel has been hailed by 
critics and fans alike as the arrival of a “superstar” talent (NPR.org). 

Nimona is an impulsive young shapeshifter with a knack for villainy. Lord Ballister 
Blackheart is a villain with a vendetta. As sidekick and supervillain, Nimona and 
Lord Blackheart are about to wreak some serious havoc. Their mission: prove to 
the kingdom that Sir Ambrosius Goldenloin and his buddies at the Institution of Law 

Enforcement and Heroics aren't the heroes everyone thinks they are.. 

by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley  

Ten-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by 

Ada’s twisted foot to let her outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of London 

to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—she sneaks out to join him. So begins a new 

adventure for Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who is forced to take the two kids in. As 

Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to read, and watches for German spies, she begins 

to trust Susan—and Susan begins to love Ada and Jamie. But in the end, will their bond be 

enough to hold them together through wartime? Or will Ada and her brother fall back into the 

cruel hands of their mother? 



by various authors 

Whether it is basketball dreams, family fiascos, first crushes, or new neighborhoods, this bold an-

thology—written by the best children’s authors—celebrates the uniqueness and universality in all of 

us. In a partnership with We Need Diverse Books, industry giants Kwame Alexander, Soman 

Chainani, Matt de la Peña, Tim Federle, Grace Lin, Meg Medina, Walter Dean Myers, Tim Tingle, 

and Jacqueline Woodson join newcomer Kelly J. Baptist in a story collection that is as humorous as 

it is heartfelt. This impressive group of authors has earned among them every major award in chil-

dren’s publishing and popularity as New York Times bestsellers. From these distinguished authors 

come ten distinct and vibrant stories.. 

by Lindsay Eagar 

12-year-old Carol has to spend her summer in the middle of the New Mexico desert, helping 

her parents move the grandfather she’s never met into a home for people with dementia. At 

first, Carol avoids prickly Grandpa Serge but she soon finds herself drawn to him, fascinated 

by his crazy stories. Hour of the Bees is a captivating middle grade novel about family,   

identity, and discovering the wonder of the world. 

by Jason Reynolds 

11-year-old Genie and his older brother Ernie are leaving Brooklyn for the very first time 
to spend the summer with their grandparents in rural Virginia. It is a time full of surpris-
es for Genie and learning about himself and his family: From finding out that his grand-
father is blind to discovering his secret room to learning that bravery can mean different 

things. 

by Madeleine L’Engle 

A tesseract (in case the reader doesn't know) is a wrinkle in time. To tell more would rob 

the reader of the enjoyment of Miss L'Engle's unusual book. A Wrinkle in Time, winner of 

the Newbery Medal in 1963, is the story of the adventures in space and time of Meg, 

Charles Wallace, and Calvin O'Keefe (athlete, student, and one of the most popular boys in 

high school). They are in search of Meg's father, a scientist who disappeared while en-

gaged in secret work for the government on the tesseract problem. 



by Pam Munoz Ryan 

Lost and alone in a forbidden forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters and suddenly finds 

himself entwined in a puzzling quest involving a prophecy, a promise, and a harmonica. Dec-

ades later, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and Ivy in California each, in turn, be-

come interwoven when the very same harmonica lands in their lives. All the children face daunt-

ing challenges: rescuing a father, protecting a brother, holding a family together. And ultimately, 

pulled by the invisible thread of destiny, their solo stories converge in an orchestral crescendo. 

by Jacqueline Woodson  

Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each 
place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in 
the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness 

of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both accessible 
and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her 

place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice 
through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her 

love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted 

writer she was to become. 

by Sarah Pennypecker 

Pax and Peter have been inseparable ever since Peter rescued him as a kit. But one 
day, the unimaginable happens: Peter's dad enlists in the military and makes him return 
the fox to the wild. At his grandfather's house, three hundred miles away from home, 
Peter knows he isn't where he should be—with Pax. He strikes out on his own despite 
the encroaching war, spurred by love, loyalty, and grief, to be reunited with his fox. 
Meanwhile Pax, steadfastly waiting for his boy, embarks on adventures and discoveries 

of his own. . . . 

by Kelly Barnhill 

Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an offering to the witch who 
lives in the forest. They hope this sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their town. But the 
witch in the Forest, Xan, is kind. She shares her home with a wise Swamp Monster and a 
Perfectly Tiny Dragon. Xan rescues the children and delivers them to welcoming families 

on the other side of the forest, nourishing the babies with starlight on the journey. 



by Laurie Halse Anderson 

As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own fight...for freedom. Prom-

ised freedom upon the death of their owner, she and her sister, Ruth, in a cruel twist of fate become 

the property of a malicious New York City couple, the Locktons, who have no sympathy for the 

American Revolution and even less for Ruth and Isabel. When Isabel meets Curzon, a slave with 

ties to the Patriots, he encourages her to spy on her owners, who know details of British plans for 

invasion. She is reluctant at first, but when the unthinkable happens to Ruth, Isabel realizes her loy-

alty is available to the bidder who can provide her with freedom. 

by Holly Goldberg Sloan 

Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical condi-

tions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone 

other than her adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy life . . . until 

now. Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically changed when her parents both die in a car crash, leav-

ing her alone in a baffling world. The triumph of this book is that it is not a tragedy. This extraordi-

narily odd, but extraordinarily endearing, girl manages to push through her grief. Her journey to 

find a fascinatingly diverse and fully believable surrogate family is a joy and a revelation to read. 

                                                                                              By Gene Luen Yang    

Gene understands stories―comic book stories, in particular. Big action. Bigger thrills. 
And the hero always wins. 
 
But Gene doesn’t get sports. As a kid, his friends called him “Stick” and every basket-
ball game he played ended in pain. He lost interest in basketball long ago, but at the 
high school where he now teaches, it's all anyone can talk about. The men’s varsity 
team, the Dragons, is having a phenomenal season that’s been decades in the making. 
Each victory brings them closer to their ultimate goal: the California State Champion-
ships.  

by Jason Reynolds 

An ode to Put the Damn Guns Down, this is National Book Award finalist and New York 
Times bestseller Jason Reynolds’s fiercely stunning novel that takes place in sixty po-
tent seconds—the time it takes a kid to decide whether or not he’s going to murder the 

guy who killed his brother. 



by Nic Stone 

Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and always there to help a friend - but 

none of that matters to the police officer who just put him in handcuffs. Despite leaving his 

rough neighborhood behind, he can't escape the scorn of his former peers or the ridicule of 

his new classmates. Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for answers. 

But do they hold up anymore? He starts a journal to Dr. King to find out. 

by Marissa Meyer 

Humans and androids crowd the raucous streets of New Beijing. A deadly plague 
ravages the population. From space, a ruthless lunar people watch, waiting to 
make their move. No one knows that Earth’s fate hinges on one girl…. Cinder, a 
gifted mechanic, is a cyborg. She’s a second-class citizen with a mysterious 
past, reviled by her stepmother and blamed for her stepsister’s illness. But when 
her life becomes intertwined with the handsome Prince Kai’s, she suddenly finds 
herself at the center of an intergalactic struggle, and a forbidden attraction. 
Caught between duty and freedom, loyalty and betrayal, she must uncover se-

crets about her past in order to protect her world’s future. 

by Marcus Zusak 

When Death has a story to tell, you listen.It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding 

its breath. Death has never been busier, and will become busier still.Liesel Meminger is a 

foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by 

stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accor-

dion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neigh-

bors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement. 

by Daniel James Brown  

It was an unlikely quest from the start. With a team composed of the sons of loggers, ship-
yard workers, and farmers, the University of Washington’s eight-oar crew team was never 
expected to defeat the elite teams of the East Coast and Great Britain, yet they did, going on 
to shock the world by defeating the German team rowing for Adolf Hitler. The emotional 
heart of the tale lies with Joe Rantz, a teenager without family or prospects, who rows not 
only to regain his shattered self-regard but also to find a real place for himself in the world. 
Drawing on the boys’ own journals and vivid memories of a once-in-a-lifetime shared dream, 
Brown has created an unforgettable portrait of an era, a celebration of a remarkable achieve-
ment, and a chronicle of one extraordinary young man’s personal quest. 



by Norton Juster  

For Milo, everything’s a bore. When a tollbooth mysteriously appears in his room, he 
drives through only because he’s got nothing better to do. But on the other side, things 
seem different. Milo visits the Island of Conclusions (you get there by jumping), learns 

about time from a ticking watchdog named Tock, and even embarks on a quest to rescue 
Rhyme and Reason! Somewhere along the way, Milo realizes something astonishing. 

Life is far from dull. In fact, it’s exciting beyond his wildest dreams. 

by Laura Hilldebrand 

In this captivating and lavishly illustrated young adult edition of her award-winning #1 
New York Times bestseller, Laura Hillenbrand tells the story of a former Olympian's 
courage, cunning, and fortitude following his plane crash in enemy territory. This ad-
aptation of Unbroken introduces a new generation to one of history's most thrilling 

survival epics. 

 

 Bryan, the narrator of TIGHT, is often taunted for being a mama's boy and "soft." Pa, 
who's recently returned home after being incarcerated, tries to tell Bryan that it's better 

to be feared than liked, but Bryan prefers "reading, being quiet, and chilling for forever." 
When Ma invites another boy, Mike, home for dinner, Bryan and Mike quickly bond over 
a shared love of comic book heroes, and Bryan at last has a friend. But then Mike starts 

pressuring Bryan to skip school, lie to Ma, and do other things he's not sure he’s com-
fortable with. Can Bryan figure out how to have a friend while staying true to what he 

knows is right? 

By Torrey Maldonado  

 

 

By Celia C. Pérez  

THE FIRST RULE OF PUNK is to be yourself. Twelve-year-old Malú is trying to be  
herself, but her mom (nicknamed "SuperMexican") pesters her to behave like una  
señorita, her new school says her preferred makeup and clothing violates the dress code,  
and a classmate calls her a "coconut": brown on the outside, white on the inside. Malú is  
excited when she falls in with a group of similarly spirited kids and they start a band. When  
the principal says they're too loud to participate in a talent show celebrating the school's  
Mexican namesake, Malú surprises herself with her resolve, her growing appreciation of her 
heritage, and her strong voice. 



by Jacqueline Woodson  

For as long as ZJ can remember, his dad has been everyone's hero. As a charming, talented pro 
football star, he's as beloved to the neighborhood kids he plays with as he is to his millions of 

adoring sports fans. But lately life at ZJ's house is anything but charming. His dad is having trou-
ble remembering things and seems to be angry all the time. ZJ's mom explains it's because of 

all the head injuries his dad sustained during his career. ZJ can understand that--but it doesn't 
make the sting any less real when his own father forgets his name. As ZJ contemplates his new 

reality, he has to figure out how to hold on tight to family traditions and recollections of the 
glory days, all the while wondering what their past amounts to if his father can't remember it. 

by Adib Khorram 

Darius Kellner speaks better Klingon than Farsi, and he knows more about Hobbit social 
cues than Persian ones. He’s a Fractional Persian—half, his mom’s side—and his first-ever 
trip to Iran is about to change his life. 
 Darius has never really fit in at home, and he’s sure things are going to be the same in Iran. 
His clinical depression doesn’t exactly help matters, and trying to explain his medication to 
his grandparents only makes things harder. Then Darius meets Sohrab, the boy next door, 
and everything changes. Soon, they’re spending their days together, playing soccer, eating 
faludeh, and talking for hours on a secret rooftop overlooking the city’s skyline. Sohrab calls 
him Darioush—the original Persian version of his name—and Darius has never felt more like 
himself than he does now that he’s Darioush to Sohrab.  

 

 Caitlin has Asperger's. The world according to her is black and white; anything in between is 
confusing. Before, when things got confusing, Caitlin went to her older brother, Devon, for 

help. But Devon was killed in a school shooting, and Caitlin's dad is so distraught that he is just 
not helpful. Caitlin wants everything to go back to the way things were, but she doesn't know 

how to do that. Then she comes across the word closure--and she realizes this is what she 
needs. And in her search for it, Caitlin discovers that the world may not be so black and white 

after all.  

By Kathyrn Erskine 

 

 

By Jason Reynolds and Dr. Ibram Kendi  

In this important and compelling young readers adaptation of his National Book Award-winning 
title, Dr. Ibram X. Kendi, writing with award-winning author Jason Reynolds, chronicles the story 
of anti-black, racist ideas over the course of American history. Racist ideas in our country did not 
arise from ignorance or hatred. Instead, they were developed by some of the most brilliant minds 
in history to justify and rationalize the nation's deeply entrenched discriminatory policies. But 
while racist ideas have always been easy to fabricate and distribute, they can also be discredited. 
In shedding light on the history of racist ideas in America, this adaptation offers young readers the 
tools they need to combat these ideas - and, in the process, gives society a reason to hope 
 



 

In MARCUS VEGA DOESN'T SPEAK SPANISH, 14-year-old eighth grader Marcus gets 
in trouble for hitting the school bully after he called his younger brother, Charlie, the "R" 

word. Marcus gets suspended from school for a week, and Marcus' mom decides to take 
him and Charlie to the island of Puerto Rico to take a break from the stresses back home 

and to reconnect with family. But Marcus has another plan in mind: He's obsessed 
with finding his father, whom he hasn't seen in 10 years. How will he track him down? 

What truths will he learn along the way? Will he find the answers he's been looking for? 
How will this trip change his life?  

by Susin Nielsen 
 

Twelve-and-three-quarter-year-old Felix Knutsson has a knack for trivia. His favorite game show is Who 
What Where When; he even named his gerbil after the host. Felix's mom, Astrid, is loving but can't seem 

to hold on to a job. So when they get evicted from their latest shabby apartment, they have to move into a 
van. Astrid swears him to secrecy; he can't tell anyone about their living arrangement, not even Dylan and 
Winnie, his best friends at his new school. If he does, she warns him, he'll be taken away from her and put 

in foster care. 
As their circumstances go from bad to worse, Felix gets a chance to audition for a junior edition of Who 

What Where When, and he's determined to earn a spot on the show. Winning the cash prize could make 

everything okay again. But things don't turn out the way he expects. . . . 

 

by Aisha Saeed 

As Amal Unbound begins, life for 12-year-old Amal is a happy one. She lives with her parents and three  
younger sisters on a farm in rural Pakistan, is a star student, and has plans to become a teacher. But when  
her mother gives birth to a fifth daughter, her life changes forever. Even though Amal’s father loves his  
daughters, in their world it’s boys who are of real value to a family. Her mother becomes so depressed after failing 
to provide a son, that her father decides Amal must stay home from school to care for the family until her mother is 
well. It’s only for a little while, she hopes, and then she’ll be able to return to school. That hope seems gone forev-
er when she talks back to Jawad Khan, the son of a powerful local landlord. He’s so angry he demands that 
Amal’s father repay the money he owes the Khan family. When her father can’t raise the money, Jawad tells him 
that Amal must work as an indentured servant in his home until the debt can be repaid. Amal is soon sent to live at 
the Khan’s luxurious estate and begins a new life as his mother’s personal maid. It’s not long before she realizes 
that indentured servants can rarely work off their debts and she may never be able to return to her family. But 
Amal is smart, resourceful, and courageous, and when she discovers what’s really going on in the Khan family, 
she finds a way to expose the truth. 

 

by Tae Keller 

Seventh-grader Natalie is sometimes annoyed, but oftentimes amused by her enthusiastic science 
teacher, Mr. Neely, who encourages his students to ask questions and use the scientific method to  
solve problems. This is all well and good for Natalie, but the only question the tween is interested in 
lately is why has her mother has stopped caring about her and why she cannot seem to get out of bed. 
Her mother is a botanist who discovered a rare cobalt blue orchid, a miracle of a flower that survives in a 
toxic environment in New Mexico. So Natalie is somewhat ambivalent when Mr. Neely encourages her 
to enter an "egg drop contest"—not exactly her top priority—until she hears about the substantial prize 
money. Natalie is determined to win so that she can replace the now-dead orchid and give her mother 
the joy she needs. As she tries to navigate the problem of keeping the fragile egg safe during a fall, she 
begins to feel the cracks in her own life as her mother's depression affects her more deeply. Natalie's 
reluctance to acknowledge her own feelings and ask painful questions keeps her from really engaging 
with her friends and fellow "egg drop" teammates. Natalie learns that, as with the egg, people, too, are 
fragile and need support and padding to break their falls. 

by Pablo Cartaya 



 

At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a group of 
schoolboys. At first, with no adult supervision, their freedom is something to celebrate. This far 

from civilization they can do anything they want. Anything. But as order collapses, as strange 
howls echo in the night, as terror begins its reign, the hope of adventure seems as far removed 

from reality as the hope of being rescued.  

                                              
By Julia Alvarez 

It is November 25, 1960, and three beautiful sisters have been found near their wrecked Jeep 
at the bottom of a 150-foot cliff on the north coast of the Dominican Republic. The official 
state newspaper reports their deaths as accidental. It does not mention that a fourth sister 
lives. Nor does it explain that the sisters were among the leading opponents of Gen. Rafael 
Leónidas Trujillo’s dictatorship. It doesn’t have to. Everybody knows of Las Mariposas--
the  Butterflies. In this extraordinary novel, the voices of all four sisters--Minerva, Patria, María 
Teresa, and the survivor, Dedé--speak across the decades to tell their own stories, from se-
cret crushes to gunrunning, and to describe the everyday horrors of life under Trujillo’s rule. 
Through the art and magic of Julia Alvarez’s imagination, the martyred Butterflies live again in 
this novel of courage and love, and the human costs of political oppression.  

 

by George Orwell  

A farm is taken over by its overworked, mistreated animals. With flaming idealism and stirring 
slogans, they set out to create a paradise of progress, justice, and equality. Thus the stage is set 
for one of the most telling satiric fables ever penned—a razor-edged fairy tale for grown-ups that 
records the evolution from revolution against tyranny to a totalitarianism just as terrible. 
  
When Animal Farm was first published, Stalinist Russia was seen as its target. Today it is devas-
tatingly clear that wherever and whenever freedom is attacked, under whatever banner, the 
cutting clarity and savage comedy of George Orwell’s masterpiece have a meaning and message 
still ferociously fresh.  

 

Jack London  

The Call of the Wild is a novel by Jack London, first published in 1903. This thrilling ad-
venture story is set in the Klondike Gold Rush of Alaska and the Yukon Territory, in the 
late 1890s. Dog sledding was the mode of transportation and strong sled dogs were in 
high demand. The novel’s main character, Buck, is half St. Bernard and half Scotch Shep-
herd dog. Raised as a domesticated dog on a ranch in southern California, Buck is stolen 
from his home and sold into the brutal existence of an Alaskan sled dog. Forced to sur-
vive in a foreign and uncaring environment, with tooth and claw being the only law. He 
must adjust and master his new life in the wild, by reverting to his ancestral instincts. 

Jack London’s The Call of the Wild is a classic book which has been a historical fiction 
best seller year after year. Now, again in 2020, it has been re-adapted to film and hit the 
big screen in movie theaters, starring Harrison Ford. 

This Classics Made Easy edition gives you the whole story and everything you need to 
love it, as millions have over the ages. 

by William Golding 


